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The Palestinian farmer is the first line of resistance against occupation and colonization, far more effective 
than meagre negotiation. Notably, the majority of Palestine’s West Bank agricultural land (67%) is classified 
as “C” areas, according to the Oslo Accords. These lands fall under the military occupation’s direct control. 
The occupiers seek to concentrate the Palestinians in urban centers in the so-called “A” areas (the rump of 
the Palestinian state) to prevent their presence on the lands. 
Israeli forces issue military orders that replace sovereign law—violating The Hague Convention (Article 
43)—and impede all aspects of the agricultural sector, preventing Palestinians access to and cultivation of 
their lands. This causes desertion and degradation of agricultural lands, whereupon Israel imposes the 
“legal” pretext that the land is "unexploited.” This legal Catch 22 triggers the devolution of land ownership 
to the (occupying) “state.” The following statistics show the magnitude and ferocity of the Israeli 
occupation’s attack against indigenous agriculture: 

  

The components of the agricultural sector targeted by the Israeli assault 

Year Structures and 
facilities 

Agricultural wells Agricultural roads Fruit trees Agricultural  
lands 

Destructi
on 

Threat Destructi
on 

Threat Destructi
on 

Threat Attacks on 
trees 

Assaults on 
cultivated lands 

2012 148 388 61 60 4 3 64,000 7,484 

2013 229 362 28 58 30 5 23,581 7,891 

2014 197 215 79 39 3 9 22,511 4,452 

2015 190 165 38 47 5 14 37,896 11,255 

2016 324 238 68 29 2 12 9,566 2,292 

Total 1,088 1,368 274 233 44 43 157,554 33,374 

Source: Direct field research by Israeli Violation Monitoring Division, Land Research Center, 2012–2016. 
  
This clearly indicates the occupation’s strategy to suppress agriculture as an effective means of resistance 
against colonization. It is the steadfast hands of farmers who plant the iconic olives in the occupied land 
Palestine, and their feet that give the land its fertility. The farmers’ breath gives shine and flavor to its 
fruits, as the Palestinian farmer’s symbiotic link to the land has bestowed its indelible identity. 
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